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Extreme aerobatics ?  

 

Fraser had an interesting 

modification to his Extra 

300. After landing, but 

before taxiing back to the 

pits, the wings suddenly 

adopted a new 

configuration.  This was 

caused by a failure of the 

wing retainer. A lucky 

escape.  

 

 

 
Good turnout 30/7/17     Perfect conditions with a light breeze straight down the runway.  Members came 
and went all day with about 10 present at any time. Daryl King maidened his Calmato low wing and 
successfully transitioned from electric to methanol power. Fraser had a near miss when his wing came apart, 
Dave had several flights with his 60 size Messerschmitt (normally a white-knuckle ride as the camouflage 
makes it easy to lose orientation), and the air was filled with Radians.  

 

Mobile phone coverage in TECT Park 

We have been advised that as part of the government’s “Mobile Blackspot Fund”, TECT Park has been 
nominated as one of two tourist venues in the Bay of Plenty, to receive improved cellphone coverage.  The 
name of the provider has not yet been released, nor has the timing. We will keep you posted of any 
developments. 
 

New taxiways 
The new taxiway is working well. Park your car in the carpark area and set up your model in the longer grass 
directly across the vehicle access route. This means that you will not run the risk of having your plane 
squashed or your restraining peg run over. Start your model with it facing towards the runway and then move 
forward onto the taxiway. This avoids any difficulties over taxiing or carrying your model through the pit area. 
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The eye of the storm: -  see https://earth.nullschool.net/#current/wind/surface/level/orthographic=-
185.58,-40.03,2197/loc=175.610,-37.927.  We are fortunate in the Bay of Plenty in that frequently there are 
high winds to the East or West of NZ, but the way they circulate often leaves us in a tranquil pocket. 
Frequently we are in a calm zone, whereas eg Wellington experiences acceleration through the Cook Strait 
area. 

 

Club night 2nd August 
This had a varied theme. It started with a brief update from Bill on project progress, and a discussion on the 
recent MFNZ AGM  
Keith O’Connor then gave a brief talk about his experience 
with multirotors. He demonstrated a Phantom 4 and a home 
built hexacopter.  The Phantom was impressive as a fully 
developed commercial unit, able to be flown out of the box, by 
a novice with very little multirotor experience. It is fitted with 
forward and downward looking ultrasonic sensors which 
enable it to maintain a set height and to avoid obstacles in its 
path. 
We then had a brief aviation themed quiz.  Questions ranged 
from the AUW of a Tiger Moth, to knowing your own MFNZ 
number. The quiz was won by Dave M. 
We then set up 2 flight simulators one in Mode 1 and the other in mode 2 and members all experienced a 
range of crashes over a cup of tea.  

 

Membership Lists – Privacy Issues 

From time to time committee members receive requests from club members for a full list of members names 
and addresses. This was discussed at a recent committee meeting.  Currently when members sign up, they 
sign a release which enables the club to use members private information for purposes of communications 
from the club to the member. It does not specifically authorise inclusion of contact details in a general open 
circulation list.  The club has previous experience where memberships lists have been misused, and the 
committee would prefer that we do not issue a general list to all members.  If you meet someone at the field 
and wish to keep in contact, get their details on the day.  Alternatively ring either Roger Peddle or Dave 
Marriott to get contact details of individual members. 
If you have strong views on this policy, please make your view known to a Committee member. 
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Andy Avgas – (junior reporter) 

Contenders for this months “dob in a mate” competition are:- 
• Overheard at the recent MFNZ SIG meeting. One of our senior members was introduced to Jonathan 

Shorer (President) and asked the question “who are you”? Perhaps this approach should be applied to 
Donald Trump? 

• One of our members had a throttle servo fail shortly after take-off, and spent 20 minutes screaming 
around until it ran out of fuel and he was able to do a successful deadstick landing. Afterwards he 
remembered that his model had an ignition kill switch.  This was totally overlooked in the heat of the 
moment – oops! 

• Another member replaced the battery in his transmitter but didn’t plug it in securely. The plane took 
off, the radio failed and the plane went into fail safe mode. This was low throttle and a wide turn at 
constant height. It circled for 20 minutes or so, gradually drifting with the wind, until the battery went 
flat and then came down somewhere near the Adrenalin centre. So far, not found. 

 

The AGM Issue – a note from your Secretary 

Many of you will be confused over the ongoing drama at MFNZ. The entire debacle could have been 

prevented if MFNZ had not ignored the Constitution Working Group draft for an updated constitution, which 

was established as a directive of the 2016 AGM.   In my previous articles I have tried to present an impartial 

view of proceedings so all our members can have an understanding of the issues at stake. Unfortunately, the 

fact that my views differ from those of the MFNZ Council means that your Secretary and Club President have 

now been named and shamed in a recent email by Jonathan Shorer and published on social media sites as 

being part of a conspiracy to ambush the AGM “in a cynical attempt to waste the time and money of the 

membership.”   Nothing is further from the truth, and is an example where those who have a contrary view to 

the views of the Council, are being subjected to personal attack.  After I complained that the article was 

defamatory, the site moderator intervened and removed the offensive item. 

 I am not a member of the Constitution Working Group,  and have formed my views from a careful reading of 

available information.  I have a career background in organisational constitutional matters and have tried to 

add value by guiding all parties on what is permissible or not.  I am concerned that the Council is either 

ignoring the current Constitution, or is inventing their own interpretations of the Constitution, which do not 

stand legal scrutiny. My concern is not targeted at any particular person – just an attempt to make sure that 

the rules are obeyed, and that an opportunity is given for alternative views to be discussed. 

Following the attempted AGM there was a week of ill-informed commentary on the MFNZ – Yahoo Groups 

news site. Much of this was emotive, defamatory, full of expletives and advocating actions which were not 

consistent with the MFNZ Constitution. I did learn a few new words to add to my vocabulary. There is a world 

of difference between uninformed or emotive opinions expressed to further the interests of individual 

members, and what is allowed in the Constitution.  To provide some balance to the discussion, the working 

group has circulated a summary of issues leading to the current loss of confidence in the MFNZ Council. This is 

available on the MFNZ-Yahoo Groups news site. If you cannot access this I can provide a copy.    A separate 

letter has been sent to the President suggesting actions which need to be addressed before the AGM can be 

re-convened with confidence. 

Your President and Secretary will try to answer your questions at the next club night. 

Interesting aviation links 

Interesting story behind a Spitfire wheels up landing:-    https://youtu.be/ie3SrjLlcUY 

New members 
Welcome to 2 new members this month. Howie Evans and Grev Hesketh from Rotorua. Both hold their MFNZ 
wings and Howie is an instructor.  
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3D printed aeroplane (article by Russell Corney) 

Russell has bought a 3D printer and this is his first project.  Looks like a cheap way to create a plane, with an 

added benefit that when things go wrong you can instantly create some replacement parts.  If you lose it 

completely, it is biodegradeable and will provide a quick snack for the local pigs. 

Fully 3d printable Qtrainer - electric airplane 

General specifications: 
Length: 987 mm / 38.8 inch 
Wingspan: 1320mm / 52 inch 
Height: 330 mm / 13 inch 
Wing area: 27.7 dm2 / 2.98 sq foot 
Wing loading: 56.6 g/dm2 / 18.6 oz at sq foot 
Airfoil: 3DLabPrint modified 
Print weight: 970 g / 48.5 oz 
Empty weight (w/o battery): 1300 g / 45.8 oz 
Takeoff weight (3s 3300mAh Li-Pol): 1570 g / 55.4 oz 
Max takeoff weight: 1650 g / 58.2 oz 
Stall speed, VS(full flaps): 24 km/h / 14.9 mph 
Powerplant 
Propeller: electro 9x6 
Motor: Turnigy 3542/5 1250KV or similar 
ESC: 40A Electronic Speed Controller or similar 40Amps 
Battery: Li-Pol 3000mAh/3s (11.1V), at least 250g / 7.6oz, 25C 
 

The plastic filament used is Polylactide (PLA) it is a biodegradable and bioactive thermoplastic aliphatic 
polyester derived from renewable resources, such as corn starch (in the United States and Canada), tapioca 
roots, chips or starch (mostly in Asia), or sugarcane (in the rest of the world). 
 

Print files purchased from 3DLabPrint, cost US$15. (www.3DLabPrint.com) 
The PLA plastic cost $25/Kg and 970g was used so cost is $24.25. 
 

Photos show outer wing being printed and the other pieces ready for gluing together with Zap. 
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Roger Hutson’s new plane 

    
It is a Bill Hempel 37% Extra 260. 
 

The engine is a Desert Aircraft 100cc with twin canister mufflers.  

Power distribution is via a Smartfly Competition 12 Turbo which provides constant voltage and twin system 

redundancy from two 7.2 volt 4200 mAh LiPos. Roger is using a Smartfly fibre-optic kill switch which self 

activates if receiver signal is lost plus it is linked to a transmitter switch for starting and stopping the motor. 

The model is Category 3 so has to be inspected and test flown. Mike Briggs is the examiner. 

 

 

 

That’s all for this month – safe and successful flying to all 

Dave Marriott 

Editor.      contact - taurangamodelfly@gmail.com    
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