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You don’t see this very often – Spitfire 

P7 and Eurofighter Typhoon in 

formation.  

 (RAF Memorial Flight Coningsby) 

(Photo ex Claire Hartley Photography) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From your committee 
Grant Funding 

We have been advised that we have been successful in gaining grant funding of $6000 from TECT. This is a 

contribution to the container fitout. There are some conditions attached which we will work through but the good 

news is that we will be able to do the necessary modifications to enable us to move the container to site and put it 

into use.  A work party will be organised to pour concrete for the foundation beams. Please support your club by 

helping with this.  Contact Bill de Renzy (027 4788594)  or Mark Sibley (027 702 5133) to volunteer. 

Club Finances 
The club is in good shape.  Our cash reserves became depleted after buying the new mower and we will finish the 

year with a small (but positive) bank account.  Last year was the first year we are required to pay TECT a membership 

levy and in view of this, plus increased fuel charges for the new mower, reduced maintenance and fuel costs for 

other equipment, setting of membership fees, and a number of other variables, the committee has prepared a full 

budget for the 2017-18 year. The good news is that our financial position is stable and robust, and barring some 

random unplanned event, the year will end with a small surplus to contribute to reserves.  We are currently in the 

process of selling some unused assets (eg the Yardman rideon mower) which will further support our reserves. 

Membership fees 
MFNZ have increased their fees for the 2017-18 year by $5 per member. Your committee sees no justification to this 

as inflation over the last period has been negligible, and there has been no increase in service delivery or compliance 

costs which need to be funded. Your committee is taking this up with MFNZ . 

We are already concerned about the costs of membership and do not wish members to have an increased financial 

burden. The Committee has decided that Club fees will be reduced by $5 per member.  Overall the combination of 

the MFNZ increase and the club membership decrease is that there will be NO CHANGE in overall membership costs.  

Membership fees will be reviewed again this time next year. 
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Fees for 2017-18 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominations for Club Awards 
Last newsletter I asked for any information that 

members might have on TMAC trophies. History has 

overtaken us and we do not have records of any 

trophies that may have been awarded more than a 

couple of years ago. So far we have identified and 

recovered two trophies.  These will be awarded at the 

upcoming AGM. 

These are: 

 Trevor Hely Trophy – for most improved student. 

 Graham Corkill Memorial Trophy– for most valued 

club member - the person who has contributed most to 

the affairs of the club. 

If you would like to nominate anyone for either of 

these trophies, please let Bill deRenzy know, (ph 

027 4788594), before the end of March. 

If you have any information on any other club trophies 

please let the Secretary know. 

Runway Development – The new grass has had a good strike and we are now 

progressively reducing the grass to a flyable height. The runway is now OPEN for use. If you 

can use it, by all means do so. If your plane only has tiny wheels you may need to wait a 

couple of weeks, until we cut it back.  

Safety note – in the review of the Constitution we looked at the appointment of a safety 

officer. This was not adopted as a) we don’t want to put anyone in the unpopular role of being a policeman,  b) a 

single safety officer would not be able to be at the field every day, c) it is recognised that safety is everyone’s 

concern and we all have a part to play in keeping ourselves, our colleagues and visitors safe.     

Some quick safety guidelines:- 

 When starting or running all motors, use a restraining device to prevent inadvertent breakaway (stake + rope 

loop around tail surfaces, or starting posts for large models) 

 Do not start your plane on the work bench or on the back of a ute. 

 Planes being started should face outwards from the pit area, towards the runway so that in the event of a 

breakaway there is unlikely to be anyone in the way. 

 Treat electric planes as “live” at all times. 

 Do NOT walk down the runway while flying is in progress unless you clearly signal your intentions to the 

pilot. 

 If you observe anyone doing an unsafe act, don’t ignore it. Let the person know and if necessary engage 

other members present to avoid a personal confrontation. 

Category 
TMAC 

Subscription 

MFNZ 
Affiliation 

Fee 

Total 
Payable 

Junior 15.00 25.00 40.00 

Senior 105.00 75.00 180.00 

Family 125.00 80.00 205.00 

Associate 55.00 n.a. 55.00 



Annual General Meeting 
This is approaching rapidly.  

Nominations - To date we have received 2 nominations for committee - Warren King and Andy Avgas. Andy has 

not paid his subscription for a while and thus will be disqualified.   

Warren is recently retired from the “rag trade” and has been flying models since 1965. His model interests 

include all aerobatic classes, pylon racing, slope soaring and scale. Over the last 15 years he has been 

building a large flight simulator involving 4 networked computers and 9 screens.  He has also restored 5 

vintage motorcycles. 

You will have received nomination forms. If you would like to contribute to the running of the club, please put 

your name forward. It’s fun and very rewarding. 

Remit – The committee has approved a remit to be put to the membership for approval. This is a tidyup  of the 

Constitution which addresses 3 issues: 

 Change in wording from “Auditor” to “Reviewer”. This reflects current practice. 

 Minor changes to reporting dates required to enable AGM submissions to be received and processed by 

the Secretary in time for them to be advised to members by the required deadlines. 

 Update of key roles, and role descriptions of club officers. This is to bring the Constitution up to date; to 

inform members of some of the background roles required to run the club; and also as a document to be 

sent to external parties to demonstrate comprehensive governance. 

Details will be sent to all members for consideration, prior to the AGM.  Comments appreciated, or bring any 

concerns to the AGM for discussion. 

 

Who wants to build a DH9A  ? 
Classic Flyers have recently had a sort 

out of their model aircraft collection 

which means that some of the models 

which have been in storage will be 

donated to the club for our auction in 

June.  One model which the museum 

wishes to retain is a 2.5m span 

(estimate) de Havilland DH9A.   This 

model is substantially complete, but has 

suffered a little from hangar rash. Classic 

Flyers are seeking a volunteer to clean it, 

put it together and tidy up any damage 

such that it can be displayed.   If you are interested in taking on this project, please call Dave Marriott 021 909407.  

 

The age of drones 
Over the last month, Graeme Hull has been fine tuning his flying wing survey drone.  The first attempts were less 
than impressive with the controls first refusing to acknowledge the motor, and then deciding to start impromptu 
which gave everyone in the pits an adrenaline boost.  His most recent flight was an eye opener. After hand 
launching, he turned his back on the plane and it smoothly gained height to 150 feet, and then proceeded to fly on a 
predetermined GPS survey path doing about 10 trips up and down the runway, each some 10m further away. When 
this was completed, it autonomously returned to the centre of the airstrip where it did circles waiting for a manual 
command to land.   He is currently working 
on an auto land sequence. 

It won’t be long before we leave our 
models at the airstrip, and can stay in our 
Lazyboy chairs at home, drinking a dry red  
and watch our models fly a predetermined 
pattern on video. 

 



Interclub radian competition 
Auckland Soar have challenged TMAC to a Radian glider competition. This is notionally set for 7th/8th April. Details to 

be worked out and advised. Contact Bill de Renzy for more information. 

 

Coming Events 

 Rotorua Open Day – Rotorua Club are having an open day on Sunday 

March 5th to which we are invited.  Let’s go and show them how to fly ! 

 TMAC open day – Our open day will on Sunday 26 March, weather 

permitting. We have invited other clubs in the area so this is your chance 

to meet some of your colleagues from around the BoP. This event will 

coincide with a general open day for all clubs in the TECT park, so we can 

expect a number of spectators.   

 TMAC AGM – this will be on April 5th in place of the normal club night. 

 Auckland Soar Radian Challenge – potentially April 7th/8th 

 TMAC Auction – June 18th. Its time to start sorting out all those surplus 

planes for sale, and to start loading up the piggybank for purchases 

 

Andy Avgas 

 Has just discovered that home brew IPA is not iso-propyl alcohol.  

 Andy was in a group of half a dozen or so who braved the jungle looking for Gary’s 

downed Radian.  We took a compass bearing from the pilot’s box 

to the apparent crash site and bashed our way through the gorse 

with Mark leading and clearing a 4 lane highway with the 

machete.  The plane was found, directly on the path being cut so 

it was a successful mission.  Since then Andy has fitted each of his planes with an 

“lost model alarm”. This starts beeping after 60 seconds on no signal so all you have 

to do is to turn your transmitter off and the beeper will start automatically.   

Available from Hobbyking for US$4 each or if you want a bargain you can get a pack of 5 from Banggood or 

Aliexpress for NZ$10 freight paid. They weigh nothing.  Unfortunately, they are not very loud but you should 

be able to hear it within 10m or so in the worst jungle.  

 Andy is now taking bookings for the 

next generation cruise liners.   

                                                      → 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cellphone interfering with 2.4GHz systems  ? 

One of our members raised a caution at last club night that mobile phones can interfere with 2.4GHz systems. I 

spent a bit of time on Mrs Google to try to check this out but it was inconclusive. No one I spoke to had any 

experience of this.  In theory, the two systems are so far separated on the radio frequency spectrum, and with multi 

frequency spread spectrum technology there is (theoretically) no chance of interference.  However – this is not to 

say that a very strong radio signal from a close source (eg in your pocket) cannot induce stray voltages in your 

transmitter logic circuits.  The suggestion is that to be safe, leave your mobile phone in the car – you will not be 

using it while flying. 

If anyone has a more technical view either supporting or disclaiming the interference theory, please let me know. 

Links about Things with Wings 

 Last month we brought you the CriCri twin.  This month it’s a jet version !. This is at the crossover between 

modelling and full scale flying.  https://youtu.be/PAdCt6qgj9k  (thanks to Steve H – Kapiti Club)  

 The following is a very rare piece of film, 100 years old.  It shows Baron Von Richthofen, doing an external 

prior to a mission, as well as his putting on a flying suit  prior to flight in cold weather.   If you look closely 

you will notice Hermann Goering!                         https://shar.es/12Ag7e   

 The latest edition of the CIAM Flyer (FAI publication) is now available: CIAM Flyer (01-2017) - Formula 1 was 

Yesterday Today is all about Drone Racing. 

 Restoration of Sea Hurricane - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vNH0rYGqVE 

 Mustang restoration - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2u_hY8GOiuE&feature=youtu.be 

 Old aircraft hidden in barns. Some interesting observations about the relative performance of Spitfire, P51, 

and Me 109. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hzeux7ZfFuQ   My money is on the Me109. 

 NASA's Greased Lightning 10-Engine Hybrid Electric VTOL Drone   https://youtu.be/Wm1nfKk4WHg 

 Great commentary about the Me Bf109 :- http://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-ii/20-amazing-now-

images-wwii-adam-surrey-x.html 

 

Great Weather for a BBQ 
This last weekend we had perfect conditions and a good turnout of flyers.  Its that time of year where we get settled 

weather, warm days, low wind and long days. If you want to do twilight flying, or have a social function on site, the 

club has a BBQ in the clubhouse which is available for all members. Ask a committee member.

 
 

 

That’s all for this month folks. I can’t have my usual rant about the weather as 

conditions have been perfect with many sunny days and no wind. Some great flying 

days. 

 

Dave Marriott - Editor 

 (Graphic from Skytunes Aviation Art) 
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