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                now in our 71st year 

2017 starts with a new mower ! 

 

 
Photo – How many committee members does it take to start a mower? The Committee inspecting the new Ferris 

mower prior to making the purchase decision. 

 

Mower funding target reached. 
We have received a grant from Pub Charity Ltd towards our mower purchase. While this fell short of our request it 
has put the club in a position where we can now just afford to purchase a new mower. The funding has come from 
Lion Foundation, Pub Charity, a bequest from the estate of John Leonard, and with the balance being made up of 
club reserves.    (Pub Charity receives funds from gaming machines in the Tauranga area, particularly at AJ’s Bar- Maungatapu, 

Marty’s Pool Bar, Renner’s Bar and Rossco’s Café and Grill.) 

The new mower is very fast, and manoeuvrable. It will be able to mow the runways in much shorter time than the 
tractor mower, and most importantly will not damage the turf.  It is a much safer machine to operate than the 
tractor unit. We expect to take delivery early in the new year. The committee will be holding a training session for 
mower drivers shortly after we receive it. If you would like to be on the mowing roster please contact Roger Peddle. 

Our old tractor mower, which has recently experienced reliability issues (now fixed) will be retained for mowing the 
outfield area. 

Our research (thanks Mark S) produced a shortlist of 3 possible mowers.  The Ferris was preferred as it offered a high 
mowing speed, sprung chassis and robust construction.  It comes complete with a seatbelt and a cupholder, both of 
which will be appreciated by operators.  The mower has been provided by Country Engineering of Katikati. In view of 
our club status they were able to provide a discounted deal which was much appreciated, and ultimately necessary 
for the deal to proceed.  For any mowing, hand tool or ride-on sales, service and repair, Jason and his team will be 
very happy to assist ph 07 552 0071 

Runway regrassing 
The new runway grass is coming away nicely but it is still too fragile to use. We have given it a light cut to stimulate 
growth, and will shortly be rolling it to get rid of any lumps. Please do not use the new runways until the Committee 
gives clearance – estimated late January. 
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Many good flying days this month, despite the wind 

Flying 3rd Dec – a good turnout. The wind was mild and the day was only 

marred by a couple of mishaps – Dave bent his Ouya (retrieved and 

fixeable) when a tree jumped up and hit the plane on approach, but Neil 

had a radio failure and lost his 50cc Extra in the jungle. A team of 6 

searched for over an hour coming back scratched and tired, but to no 

avail.  Neil arranged for the crash location to be overflown with a 

multirotor, but nothing was spotted. There were several forays by 

different members over the next few days, to no avail.  

The plane was finally located and retrieved by Gary 

Powell on his fourth (?) mission. The photos show 

just how hard it was to spot.  It was completely 

hidden in the undergrowth and you had to almost walk 

into it to see it. 

This incident serves to heighten the importance of 

getting the outfield cleared. It is rapidly growing gorse, 

flax and blackberry, to above head height, and the ground underfoot is treacherous with lots of rotten logs. Not the 

place for a bunch of 60 and 70 year olds to thrash around in. Its quite a safety issue. This is now one of our priority 

development projects, and we are seeking external funding for this. 

Good things come to those who wait – the jungle gives up its secrets. 

Retrieved by Gary and Peter Kristensen. Found during the search for Neil 

Attwood’s Extra. Pictured is Gary Powell  (with battle scarred machete) with 

Geoff Gates’ model which disappeared into the jungle several months ago,  

Strangely the Lipo was still almost fully charged.   

Other things found during the search include a lost tribe, several orcs, a 

10m tall gorilla, and a fleeting glimpse of Elvis. 

Radian fun fly on Sunday 18th December.   A good turnout.  

See realtime video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1-

I0xxp7No&hd=1 (thanks to Gary Powell)  

 

 

 
 

Photo      →       Roger Peddle’s Astro Hog.  Very reliable stable flyer. (ex 

the portfolio of John Leonard). Andy Avgas seeking a free ride. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1-I0xxp7No&hd=1
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Andy Avgas  

 When the weather station says “ 10% chance of 0mm rain,” does that mean there is a 90% 

chance that it will be pouring down? 

 Andy was recently given an RC system of Chinese origin. The equipment is well specified and 

has a comprehensive but not very informative instruction book. Example on how to set up the 

‘Mix’ function :- 

" Mix - Mix purpose to accuse of form to get rid of little mistake of organism. Make it is it can 

take the heart conveniently even more to have not to handle. The very wanton one mixes 

accusing of among the channel". 

                                     Well that’s nice and clear. 

December Club night 
The December club night was held at Classic Flyers 

Aviation Museum. Classic Flyers share our 

enthusiasm for “things with wings” and have been 

an active supporter of TMAC for many years. 30 

members attended and discussed club business 

over a cup of coffee. Dave M. gave a brief 

presentation on the origins and structure of 

Classic Flyers and then took the group down to 

Hangar 3 to look at current restoration projects. 

The main item was the Grumman Avenger which 

is close to completion. One of our members 

Richard Brown has performed engineering 

miracles and enabled the big twin row radial 

motor to be started.   Some members then drifted 

into the Classic Flyers’ library which holds over 

3000 books on aviation. Soon everyone was in the library discussing various books which they had found.  When 

finally evicted (like herding cats) the group then moved to the main hangar to look at the exhibits.  Popular exhibits 

were the Catalina where you can explore the inside of the fuselage and sit in the pilot’s seat. Also several 

experienced ‘flying’ a Hawker Hunter.  The engine exhibits eg RR Merlin, were also popular.   The group eventually 

reassembled in the Armoury for more coffee and a look at the ‘Janes’ collection of scale aero engine models.  

 

Warren King returns to model flying 
The Cessna 182 is an EPO RTF kit I purchased online from 
Hobby Station in Auckland. 
The first kit I received ( next day after I ordered it, I 
returned to them ). The kit box had been opened and bits 
were missing including the assembly instructions. 
However after discussing the issue on the phone I agreed 
to them sending me another one, providing I didn’t have 
to pay the shipping. 
 It has now been test flown up at the strip. Having not 
flown a model for quite some years I got a real shock at 
the speed it attained after take-off. 
 I thought I had bought a slow airplane that I could 
stooge quietly around with to get my hand back in. 
Fortunately my past experience kicked in OK, and I was 
able to land with only my nerves shattered. Have now had half a dozen flights, with only a couple of problems. The 
engine cowl did not fit properly and I had to butcher it a bit to get it to fit. On the second flight the front scale sprung 
nose leg totally collapsed snapping in half. As you can see in the photo I have replaced it with a standard Dubro one, 
The main fault now is wind. Anything over 10 kph it becomes a real handful as it only weighs 1.5 kilos, and then I was 
very surprised at the power the electric motor puts out.  (Warren is a former model aerobatics champion – ed) 



LiPo management 

We have all read of the risks of LiPo fires and we always charge our batteries using a voltage sensing charger, with 
the battery stored in a fireproof container – don’t we ?   The following article discusses another management 

technique which is of storing at a low state of charge, and then only charging when you need to use it. (reprinted from 

“Rogue Eagle” – the official newsletter of the Rogue Eagles RC Club, Oregon, USA). – article contributed by Roger Hutson. 

 



Coming Events in 2017 
Please keep the following in mind 

 TECT Park open day – 26th March.  This is being organised by the TECT Park management and it is hoped that 

as many clubs as possible can open their doors and showcase their activities to the public. The TMAC 

committee is yet to take a decision on this, but it could be a useful milestone to invite other clubs to visit and 

use our new runways, and to formally unveil the new mower. 

 MFNZ Fees must be paid by 31st March. The insurers are taking a tougher stance than we previously 

operated to, and the general rule is “No insurance – No cover. No cover – no fly” after 31st March.   You can 

expect an invoice late February for MFNZ and club fees, 

 TMAC Annual General Meeting  – date yet to be determined – generally early April. This is your opportunity 

to have your say on how the club is being run.  Please consider offering your services as a committee 

member.  Nomination forms and other AGM paperwork will be emailed to members in Feb-March. 

 Auction – 18th June.   This will again be held in the main hangar at Classic Flyers.  This is a great opportunity 

to buy and sell and also to catch up with other members of the modelling community from across the 

country.   We generally get a good turnout from members to assist with a myriad of tasks associated with 

running this event but if you are a new member or have not previously taken part, please come along. It’s a 

lot of fun. 

Hobbyking caution 
I recently tried to order several small items – propellors and such.  The freight options offered were $5.99 airmail ex 
Hong Kong, or $15.99 courier ex Australia. When I proceeded to the checkout page I noticed the freight charge was 
$24. 
The problem is that it is only on the final checkout page that you can select which warehouse the stuff comes from. 
In my case the order was being split between Hong Kong and Aust and I was being charged for 2 freight charges. The 
lesson is to check the warehouse source before committing to the order. 

 

That’s all for this month folks. Next month there should be some stories about club members successes (or 
otherwise) at the Nationals. 

 

 

 

Dave Marriott 
Editor 
taurangamodelfly@gmail.com 
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